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Painting smiles




Michael Ferner uses an innovative technigue to
breathe life into pictures that are drawing arty laughs
fromm admirers of all ages and naticnalities.

TEXT. MANISHA HARKING

m&mﬁuulbﬂmﬂmmnmmw. Salzbuerg-based
Michaed Femer leht nursing for pood n 2002 to become a fl-time professoral
e With greeng suocess anound the globe lor ha happy, coouriul pantirgs,
Femer i hoping to make new fans in Dubal when be appears at ths menth's
Ambenie Araba show

What i it about Ferner’s work that capiures the imagnaten! He panbirgs
are Both Pumonows and warm wath an dhestrateee qually thas readihy aftracts
chiidren a3 well as adults. Many of the pantings bring mages of Dr Seuss {of
The L3t in the Hat Gme) to mnd, bt Ferner's work has its very own appeal
— froum e suibysots he chooses 1o the Fghly urutusl echmgues be smploys

Femer speks rapraton from marny aneas, "My topes 5 e, he esplins.
“Impresyiacns and beng Rasonated wath the moment & what counts, | can paint
bt routine e and ondinary days or instruments, clowms, s2a arvmals and
anroplates. For me, naperalon & 5 eeery overment B amy morman - wisther
rmbw.m.m.Mme.ﬁqhww
I carmo tell whene my work will lead me, | strive for penting as dose 1o the
Frurmaen Soad & possibhe. even though 'm ooby at the very bepnrerg.”

The free-iprted and esobenc veew of art s=ems 1o fit nght inwiath Fermer’s
pairting method: ecdentrc yet highly innowvathe., “My painting cannot possibly
b assigred to any dasscal arbistic school whatsoever” he savs. “In my earfer
daps Ming was o great influenos; in recent years no Snghe personalty in o has
irfluenced me. | have developed a techrgue ol My own 1ha adds a trademer
b0y pocturest. | put ik on delcate Mianese waber-colour paper and then biow
it abownt wath my mauth, | thaen 811 in aneas wath water-colour,

“The pagser i o sl for vy thoughts nk and ookowrs ane the seecds,” he adds,
“to paper, indan ik, water-colours and pashel rinvon are oy Sounts st
Fesmier nearty abwvays works on his panbings 0 a studio, “While traveling,

| mainly do sketches and test fragments. Howeaer, my techmigue dermands

concentraton, and | prefer peace and guast whie | pand, shath 5 why | 1end to
oy et of i i the tudie. Pairting & & very mlimaie thing, b8 o wrting, with the
only dfference being wable rewdts that can be mmedadely wsen by sarrownding

people - mchuding non-perfecton. 5o | prefer not 1o do this, but sometames
can a0 be an ennchment and be pleas rable.™

Sincde hi techrgque & %0 unusual, the artst eall actually demonsirales o =
Amibierde Arabia. He admits be 5 not cerfain why he chose this technagues,
excpepl for the (e that § works beaundully for bem ang that i s specal

*Bperimentng for years ard yess ard learning about materiab has helped
mature my techmgque,” he says, “This techrque hus B0 opened up a great
wariety of thermes, |t sormetimes seems fo me that £ was 3 it = parkups i
teach e aboul the power of one's cvn breath snd besng able o inchude A &
ey work. | spend hours moeang wery siowdy, howenng only a few centimetres
above the paper. Thes demandh very Sence concentraton snd Sharmpens your
serses 10 captune the tiniest detaik. | try to transter this foous into ry daly e

Surpeisingly, such foous did not anse from lorg academic rainrg, bt ratky
freem sheer wil combined with an early passion. s long as | can think back,
| harves abavarys been drawang and painting,” he says. “These are the forms ['ve



wsed 1o ariculaie mysel 0 my surroursfngs and inosocety, | am ssf-taught so |
niEver wink 1o art collepe. | chd mot wart o deny my artstic sell by lolevong a
peacher and hes strong influgnce s art o the Libest artsbic trends, | iry 40 lear
from lneraiure, musc and mtelischusls and philosophers of all epachd. and i thes
wily, hope 1D become mone matune 35 & pErson and Ay an "

'|-'|..*'|r.'\-|::r_ a5 deplayed in hes ariegs, Nol Sverything about Fisrreer o LB
and nierse. He ako loves canceng and rafong, & a keen musican and used o
iy and wrie lor cabared. | alss Dby that homoLsr and Chesrfuiness arne very

poced vetiches for all subects,” he Ly

Ferner describes himsell s & pamiern, soupion, dracghisman ard dusiralos
and says he has a reson for choosng several ttes. Al of these trkes thould
malie § Easier for peodle 1o b Dher Wiy 10 iy weork. 2rd med &5 3 pErson
Thes i for the peogle whi rght wash to commisson me for a prosect., For
somie, thee weord artet & a0l 8 Wibe bamer = bt wialy only wrild we mes up
personally. | Fines alie Beer woriing as an lutrass lor chdren's Dooks and am
working al the preser ters for a lapaneds ulhsr s | had the phaxsure 1o
mieet during the Salzburg maussc festival,”

‘S.‘:_-.e-._-rp'hi: ol chaldren, Ferner has a parBoular 5%ty hor Ehern a0 naturalhy
theey Eake b the bun, hapey images that be pants. Ywhen bme permes, he
rurs workshops with children, “Chunng these seshons, | ry bo grasg Sher
outhook on e with srall and by themes,” be syt "l love 10 5o f all come

topether and bearm from their views, One wary 10 express the world 1hey tes 1

Lalt theough his Bely art, Fermnet
bnciges languagn barmens
Bolow: Michasd Farmat, [he pfst

thirpuph painting. Theey erpoy this. new resdem of pepresson.” Rather soweetly,
voung people are buying Femer’s work 35 gits for therr inends, panens and
f_r.m.'*.'::’f.-':i'.- whe elderly people are By l'l,:_ hey paanbngs 10 et [ 1FEr
chaldren and grarccrulonen

“I'm hucky that iy painbirgs do nol exciade amy ae group,” he s “Pertups

Pecnke are free 0

d 1 because | don koo at my 2 0 B oompicaled fasheon

interpret iy pasTlings. N many wiys. | e Deen quie lortunate snog | have
geen no reluctance towarnds my art in general.”

Perhapes buyers abo appreaate that the Srist S approacn to i ermos e
wary he embraces e, My whole paason & e teef - bong part ol it na of s
maricid shapes and forms. The foous of fry passon comes inoem the Jsity 1o
e i o fresdoem, | am prateful for 1he opportunity (0 Sped an inbermabonal
Lanpuage through my art = for everyons 1o shane and expersnce.

Through imernatioral publshers e PG At Wiardd, Vonbobe and Wils
Apple, Femer's work. has steadily gros n mecpidary, e had aks narpopabed N
entubatiors e Unted States and Australa, while solo exlelbetaons have tasen
place seress Europes whens b most andent ousomers are. However, Fomer
psplaines, ] e many intemabonal buyers who vt my gallery n Salzburg, Asans
are very iruth established buyers. While 21 the Bamingham Spring Fair in the LIK,
we pecpired nevey usiomens frorm Ching and fapan. The LIAE 1 & i temiong
b iz e we harer alreadly had the pleasire of obitasneg & b cusiomen hse :

With the way things are poirg for the jovial Michael Ferrer, the chances are

that he'll #iract a good deal mone dunrg he Apnl wst 1o Dubal. @



